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body to the Conqueror.   It was a small council made up
of the great men, and that was like the Norman ducal
court. He would not be likely to question whether just
the same principle of attendance governed the two. As
to the counselling body which we find in England after
the Conquest, it seems from the start to have been largely
feudal; within half or three-quarters of a century it was
clearly made up primarily of the king's feudal tenants-
in-chief. Some of the officials and members of the king's
household attended on other grounds, but most of the
officials were his vassals. It is clear, and very important
to notice, that the king always felt he could invite whom
he chose whether vassals or not, as, for example, papal
legates; and the lesser tenants-in-chief could not all
attend, nor were they expected to. William was not
trying to change the witan into a new kind of council;
but as feudal tenure began to prevail, most of his coun-
sellors would be those who held from him in chief. He
brought in continental feudalism because he knew no
other and, when he had done so and especially when his
sons had elaborated and defined more sharply some of
the feudal principles, any central council or court was
bound to be largely a feudal court. One must suppose,
then, that things would have worked out in about this
way if the Anglo-Saxon witan had never existed; and
if he is interested in, and bound to trace, an institutional
origin, it will be found in this instance to lead back to the
continent rather than to pre-Conquest England.x
This council of the Norman kings did not have as well-
recognised a name as the Anglo-Saxon witan. It has been
the fashion of almost all modern English historians to
speak of it as "the Curia Regis/' taking these two Latin
words over into the English and capitalising or italicis-
ing them as if they had come to be a name. But examina-
tion of contemporary material shows that there was no
1 Yet it is no wonder that those who continued the Anglo-Saxon Chron-
icle after the Conquest spoke of the witan as if still existing. The new
central court certainly looked and acted like it. And see also Liebermann,
The National Assembly of the Anglo-Saxon Period.